
SMART INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS HELP COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THE                        
NATION ADDRESS 21ST CENTURY CHALLENGES BY PROVIDING HEALTH, PUBLIC ACCESS,              
ENVIRONMENTAL, AND ECONOMIC BENEFITS. 

In addition to hard structures like roads, bridges, railways, ports, electric grids, and sewer systems that form our nation’s 
critical infrastructure network, more and more communities are turning to natural habitats - or infrastructure projects 
built to mimic those habitats - to help protect them from extreme weather and provide important services. These 
cost-effective, nature-based solutions are becoming more common as a means to manage stormwater, protect coastal 
communities from more frequent and severe storm events and rising tides, and retain water in arid environments.  
For example, conserving and restoring coastal reefs, wetlands, and mangroves can prevent coastal flooding and save 
hundreds of millions of dollars in storm damage; and protecting and restoring forests can be the least expensive way 
to secure a clean drinking water supply.  Natural infrastructure, or nature-based solutions, can be used along or in 
combination with structurally engineered approaches. This approach often costs less to build and maintain, and can 
provide other benefits like habitat for birds and other wildlife, recreational opportunities with the associated economic 
benefits, and sensible infrastructure improvements.

As Congress considers investments to maintain and improve U.S. infrastructure, it should provide direction, 
authority, and funding for natural infrastructure solutions as part of a package of infrastructure improvements.

Audubon supports efforts 
to protect taxpayer invest-
ments in federally funded 
infrastructure by requiring 
projects be designed to 
withstand future condi-
tions, such as projections 
for sea-level rise as well 
as more frequent and 
extreme weather events 
like storms, droughts, heat 

waves, and wildfires.  
Congress should respon-
sibly improve permitting 
processes and shorten 
timelines without sacri-
ficing core environmental 
protections or short-
changing public engage-
ment. In order to advance 
sound infrastructure 
investments, it is import-

ant to balance expediency 
with health and safety 
for people, wildlife and 
habitat. The first and most 
important step toward 
achieving more efficient 
processes is to fully im-
plement and fund recent 
Congressional guidance 
to improve permitting 
and environmental review. 

Advancing infrastructure 
at the expense of clean air, 
clean water, and healthy 
fish, birds and other wild-
life will only undermine 
local efforts to secure a 
prosperous future for their 
community. 

AUDUBON’S INFRASTRUCTURE PRIORITIES

THE IMPORTANCE OF SOUND INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS

The Colorado River provides critical water  
supplies for cities, irrigated farmland, and 
tribes, and critical habitat for birds and other 
wildlife. Funding for Colorado River   
infrastructure is necessary to ensure the River 
can keep providing water for generations to 
come.



Natural coastal infrastruc-
ture  like dunes, barrier 
islands, and wetlands that 
can help communities 
prepare and recover from 
increasingly frequent and 
extreme coastal events, by 
buffering storm damage, 
absorbing flood waters, 
and providing a front line of 
defense from storms, while 
benefitting fish and wildlife. 
Audubon’s Natural Infra-
structure Report (http://
bit.ly/2G6oxy2) provides 
some specific examples of 
important natural infra-
structure investments. 
 
Clean water and drinking 
water infrastructure that 
provides safe, reliable, and 
affordable drinking water 
and prevents water pollu-
tion across the U.S. Con-
gress should provide explicit 
support for nature-based 

solutions such as watershed 
and forest protection to 
achieve these goals.

Everglades restoration 
projects that protect natu-
ral lands and the drinking 
water supply for 8 million 
Americans while providing 
water managers critical 
flexibility to reduce flood 
damage and risk through-
out South Florida.

Great Lakes restoration  
efforts to restore our 
nation’s greatest freshwa-
ter resources that support 
drinking water for 40 mil-
lion Americans and protect 
the quantity and quality of 
water in the Great Lakes 
system while addressing 
challenges posed by inva-
sive exotic species.  

Mississippi River naviga-
tion and ecosystem resto-
ration infrastructure that 
supports the drinking water 
for 2.8 million Americans 
and increases efficiency 
and safety while targeting 
habitat improvements. 

Colorado River water infra-
structure that increases the 
stability and sustainability 
of water supply for munic-
ipal, industrial, agricultural, 
recreational, and environ-
mental uses that benefit 
over 40 million people. 

Gulf Restoration projects 
like those benefitting 22 
million residents of Coastal 
Louisiana, Florida, and Tex-
as that can improve resil-
iency in the face of sea level 
rise and extreme weather 
events like hurricanes.  

Delaware River Basin fund-
ing to support the conser-
vation and restoration of an 
important watershed that 
supplies vital drinking wa-
ter to 15 million people, pro-
vides access to recreational 
opportunities, and supports 
local and state economies.    

Energy infrastructure 
investments should focus 
on improvements that 
ensure a more efficient, 
reliable, affordable, and 
secure system. The pace 
of investment has not 
always met the needs and 
challenges of aging and 
outdated infrastructure 
not designed for today’s 
technological advances or 
equipped for the new set 
of requirements needed for 
renewable energy. 

SPECIFIC INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS SHOULD INCLUDE:
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Coastal marshes provide many benefits to 
nearby communities and wildlife including clean 
water, storm protection, and erosion control. 
Adding sediment to degraded and/or destroyed 
marshland helps repair and increase the   
resiliency of this habitat so nearby communities 
and wildlife reap their full benefits. 

For more information, contact:
Julie Hill-Gabriel, Vice President of Water   

jhill-gabriel@audubon.org
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