
Perú Birding Trip 2017 
Detailed Itinerary               

June 20th to June 29th 

Tuesday, June 20th 

Morning/Afternoon: Meet with your Audubon Guides at your hotel in Cusco. 
(Your guides will provide all of the necessary information in advance.) 

Evening: Enjoy some local cuisine in Cusco! (Dinner included)  

Wednesday, June 21st 

Take your time to relax and adjust to the altitude and climate. Enjoy some 
down time and explore downtown Cusco. The Inti Raymi Festival is on June 
24th, but we will be able to participate in pre-festival events. Other options  
include local restaurants, bars, and shopping at local markets, including the   
Mercado Central San Pedro. (3 Meals Included)  

Thursday, June 22nd 

6:50 am Eat an early breakfast at your hotel. Join Alpaca    
Expeditions on a two day, one night expedition to Machu     
Picchu. Leave Cusco and arrive around 7:20 at the Poroy Train 
station. Take a train to Aguas Calientes. The train ride is 
breathtaking and the seats are very comfortable. During the 
trip, you will see many glaciers and snow-capped peaks, lush, 
green valleys and Incan farming terraces on both sides of the valley. You can also see the many Inca ruins along 
the way. After a while, you will enter the subtropical areas filled with bromeliads and ferns. Then we’ll arrive in 
Aguas Calientes (2000m/6000ft above sea level), the town closest to Machu Picchu. An Alpaca Expeditions   
representative will meet you just outside the train station (and before the 

market) and take you to your hotel.  

Afternoon Activities (optional) Visit the hot 
springs, Mandor Gardens, and waterfalls or visit 
the small Machu Picchu museum which has inter-
esting photos of Machu Picchu when it was first 
discovered by Hiram Bingham in 1911. Mum-
mies, bracelets, stone working and metallurgy 
tools, weaving tools and pottery were found on 
site. We will eat lunch and then do some afternoon birding. Species we may          
encounter include the Andean Cock-of the Rock, the Andean Motmot, the Booted 

Racket-tail, Golden-collared Tanager, Andean Condor and many more.    

Dinner: Enjoy a meal at the best restaurant in Aguas Calientes, Indio Feliz. (3 Meals included) 

 

Inti Raymi Festival  

Urubamba River  

Golden-collared Tanager  

Plaza de Armas in Cusco 



Friday, June 23rd  

5:30 am Take a 25 minute bus ride to the ruins of Machu Picchu. An early 

breakfast is included.  Buses start at 5:30am and run as a shuttle, as soon as 

they fill up, they leave. If you don’t care to take the bus and prefer to hike 

along the Inca trail just let your guide know so that he can show you the 

Inca Trail to Machu Picchu which will take about 1.5 hours. 

Morning and Afternoon: Once in Machu Picchu, you will have a 2 hour   

private guided tour. Then you’ll have extra time to explore the ruins on your 

own. If you have booked a permit to climb Huayna Picchu or Machu Picchu 

Mountain, that will be your next adventure. The Sun Gate is a 1 hour climb 

(and is free and available to all) which is great to get those postcard pictures 

of the ruins from way above.  We will also have plenty of time for birding at 

Machu Picchu. 

Late Afternoon: Usual train departure time is in the afternoon 

to Ollantaytambo, and then by bus to your hotel in Cusco. 

Early Evening: Check back into hotel. (3 Meals Included) 

Saturday, June 24th 

Morning and Afternoon: We’ll meet for a late breakfast and then enjoy 

the Inti Raymi festival in downtown Cusco. Inti Raymi is a traditional Incan 

ceremony that celebrates the sun god Inti and the coming of the winter 

solstice. Members of the indigenous community wear traditional dress for 

the large ceremony. Enjoy learning about traditional Incan culture and enjoy the local cuisine. There are 

many handmade crafts available in Cusco and we will have the chance to explore local markets. The colonial 

architecture in Cusco is stunning and we can casually explore the main tourist area and all of the extra  

attractions that are available during the festival. 

Evening: There are several choices for dinner and we are open to exploring options. We advise that        

everyone get a good night’s sleep before we head to the airport in the morning for our next leg of our      

journey—the rainforest! 

 

 

Andean Condor 

Machu Picchu ruins  

Inti Raymi Festival in downtown Cusco 

If you’re feeling adventurous, you should try some traditional Peruvian 

cuisine while you’re in Cusco. Lomo saltado (left) is a beef dish and cui 

(guinea pig, right) is a traditional Andean dish. Guinea pigs are more hardy 

than poultry and can survive is sub-zero temperatures of the high Andes 

There are many locally-handmade items 

available in the markets in Cusco. 



Sunday, June 25th: (Includes Sample Flight Itinerary)  

11:45 am Depart: Cusco, Peru from the Velazco Astete (CUZ) 

airport.  

12:40 pm Arrive: Puerto Maldonado , Peru at the Puerto      

Maldonado Airport (PEM) 

1:00 pm Airport pickup by Amazon Planet staff. Take a 1.5 hour boat ride to the Amazon Planet Ecolodge.  

Late Afternoon-Evening: Settle in to your cabin and relax at the Amazon Planet Ecolodge. You will enjoy a 

5D/4N birding trip during your stay at the ecolodge.  

Sunday, June 25th-Thursday, June 29th: Please refer to the Amazon Planet 5D/4N birding trip packet      

Left: A Band-tailed Manakin. 

You can learn more about  rain-

forest bird species up-close and 

personal  by observing an orni-

thologist mist netting and band-

ing birds.   

White-winged Trumpeters 

are regular tame visitors 

to the Amazon Planet 

Lodge.  

Thursday, June 29th:  

Morning: Take a boat ride back to Puerto Maldonado. Amazon Planet Staff will take you to the airport in 

Puerto Maldonado. 

Afternoon:  Depart Puerto Maldonado (PEM) and Arrive in Cusco (CUZ). This brings our Audubon South 

Carolina Perú Birding Trip to an end!  

 

You may witness parrots feeding on a clay lick on the boat 

ride to Amazon Planet Ecolodge 

Masked Trogon can 

be seen during your 

stay at Amazon 

Planet Ecolodge 



BIRDING TRIP PROGRAM 5 days 4 nights  

Amazon Planet Ecolodge minimizes waste, conserves energy and water, and grows their own produce. Ama-

zon Planet’s revenues support its neighbor and partnering NGO, Taricaya Lodge (Reserva Ecologica Taricaya). 

Taricaya Lodge, which is partnered with Projects Abroad, is assisted by student volunteers from around the 

world. The volunteers feed and care for rescued animals and participate in maintaining enclosures and na-

ture trails. Both Amazon Planet and Taricaya Lodge contribute to the local   native community by including 

them in their educational programming. Trip participants can learn more about the native culture and Ese 

Ejja language by visiting a local native community. They can support this native community by purchasing 

handmade items at their gift shop. Amazon Planet and Taricaya Lodge support conservation in the Amazon 

Basin. The two organizations are located on 1,181 acres of protected  old-growth rainforest that flanks the 

Tambopata National Reserve.  

Below: View from the lookout deck of the 

Canopy Walk at Taricaya Lodge. 

Above: Amazon Planet visitors can participate 

in the rehabilitation program of Amazon 

Planet’s partner and neighbor Taricaya Lodge. 



BIRDING TRIP PROGRAM 5 days 4 nights   

 

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE PRICE?  

Pick up and drop off (airport, bus station or hotel) 

Transfer to and from the Lodge in bus and motorboat 

Accommodation in triple or quadruple room with terrace and private bath. 

All meals (typical national and regional cuisine) 

Expert guide (Spanish or English) 

House/office for rest, Wi-Fi, etc. 

Entrance fee to Reserves 

Activities depending on itinerary  

WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE? 

Fairs, Tips, Bar and Gift shop, Laundry service, Medical insurance 

ACTIVITIES INCLUDED: 

The activities detailed below are a combination of exploration, adventure, 

wildlife observation, research, conservation projects and cultural interac-

tion that will give the participants a profound learning experience about 

the Amazon rainforest ecosystem and the people that live and work there.  

Jungle walks: We will explore the rainforest along our trails to observe birds and other wildlife as you 

learn about this ecosystem, discovering the great diversity of plants, insects, birds, and mammals around 

you. 

Observation platforms: We have 3 platforms for bird monitoring inside the Taricaya Reserve. Among 

them is the Taricaya Canopy walkway, a 90m (295ft) long suspension bridge that takes you up to a platform 

on top of a 300-year-old Kapok tree at 45m high (147ft), with the most amazing view of the rainforest from 

above. 

Bird Banding Project: We have several stations for mist nets inside the Taricaya Reserve. We will accom-

pany the resident ornithologist to set up the mist nets and capture birds for identification and banding. At 

the moment we have registered 468 species of birds inside the 478 hectares (1,181 acres) of the Taricaya 

Ecological Reserve. 

Wildlife Rescue Center: We will visit the Taricaya Rescue Center (CRT) to see and learn about all the ani-

mals there that are in process of rehabilitation. They will later be released back into the wild.  

Above: Swallow-tailed Kite seen close to 

Amazon Planet Lodge (From a flock of 20+) 

Above: Curl-crested Aracari 



Agro-Reforestation project: We will visit the pilot farm and learn about this alternative for a sustainable 

agriculture that combines fruit trees, flower and woody plants—such as Mahogany—to reforest and give an 

economic alternative for local families.   

Taricaya Turtle repopulation project: We will visit the artificial beaches of the turtle project and learn 

about the work done to preserve this species of river turtle in the area. 

Caiman search: At night we will take the motorboat and flashlight along the river bank to search for cai-

mans, the most representative reptile of the Amazon rainforest. 

River adventure on inflatable boats: We will relax floating down the river on our inflatable boats and en-

joy the nature around as we glance at the amazing sunset.   

Activities Outside Taricaya: 

Visit to a native family from the Ese-Eja Tribe (2 hours): We can go up the river 10 minutes by motorboat 

to visit Enrique and his family, who will teach us about their ancestral heritage and customs as original na-

tives of the Madre de Dios. 

Visit to Lake Sandoval inside the Tambopata National Reserve (Very early morning and half day activity): 

We can go up the river for 1 hour to the entrance of the Tambopata National Reserve, hike a 3 km trail to 

the Lake Sandoval, go on a paddle boat around the lake with the chances of seeing the giant river otters 

and then hike back to the entrance and go back to the Lodge.

Above: Crimson Tanager banded 

close to Amazon Planet lodge. 

Repopulation of the Taricaya turtle project. 

Eggs are  incubated at Taricaya Lodge and 

hatchlings are later released. Taricaya turtles 

are threatened by widespread egg harvesting.  



Price of ASC Birding Trip Per Person: $3,470 

Birding Trip Price Includes: 

 All hotels and Ecolodges (Cusco, Aguas Calientes, and Puerto Maldonado) 

 All Tour Guides 

 All meals: (From Dinner on your arrival day until breakfast on your departure 

day) 

 Two Internal Flights: Cusco (CUZ) to Puerto Maldonado (PEM) and Puerto  

Maldonado (PEM) to Cusco (CUZ) 

Birding Trip Price Does NOT Include: 

 Medical of Travelers insurance 

 Alcoholic Beverages 

 Tips for local guides 

 External Flights 

Torrent Ducks can be seen on the 

Train Ride to Machu Picchu.  

Jabiru can be seen on your 

boat ride. 

 

Our Mission:  

Audubon South Carolina Perú Birding Trips are        

Ecotours that support local Peruvian businesses and 

communities. Additional funds raised from the 2017 

birding trip support ASC programs including avian   

research and educational programming.  

Shining Sunbeam can be 

seen near Machu Picchu 


